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Blackstone Boulevard is arguably one of the 
most recognizable addresses in Providence. 
Just the name conjures images of stately 
homes, most built over a century ago. One 
such property is an elegant brick Colonial, 
circa 1900. However, through the years, the 
interiors and prized architectural features 
had lost their luster. So, even before closing, 
the home’s potential new owners hired Kelly 
Taylor Interior Design – now on Westminster 

Street – to start making plans for an ex-
tensive renovation.

“There was so much potential,” 
Taylor says. “The house has 10-foot 
coffered ceilings, period details, and 
wainscot, but vast open spaces and 
gracious rooms were dreary and life-
less.” She lists things like a grand stair 
covered with “a dingy runner and 
ghastly orange” handrail, walls painted 
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Fresh coats of paint and updated 
lighting make this staircase a stunner

Making an Entrance
Grandeur meets modern life for a renovated 
Blackstone Boulevard Colonial
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drab colors, and wood flooring that had seen 
better days. “We touched virtually every sur-
face in some way to bring the grandeur and 
elegance back to this home.”

Respecting the house’s history, original 
elements like wood floors and stairs were 
refinished to a forgiving dark stain, and bal-
usters and handrails were treated to fresh 
coats of paint. “We painted every surface 
in the entire house – we even repainted 
and refinished the entire third floor,” Tay-
lor says. New carpeting was added to the 
back staircase, wallpaper added to stair 
halls and the first-floor powder room, and 
to further brighten things up, all new light 
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Kitchen
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fixtures were installed. Taylor seems 
especially pleased with one project 
in particular: “Making that staircase 
grand again.”

Structural updates were made as 
well. On the main floor, the wall be-
tween the kitchen and dining room 
was removed and in came new cab-
inetry, appliances, counters, back-
splash, lighting, and an island. To 
accommodate the busy family, Taylor 
created a mudroom area from the 
rear entrance. “Now everyone has a 
cubby and everything has its place,” 
she says.

“The master suite, which makes up 
half of the second floor, was longing 
for a push into the 21st century,” says 
Taylor, who completely reconfigured 
the layout. There’s now a new mas-
ter closet and bathroom, and a con-
venient modern laundry room. “Cre-
ating a laundry room big enough to 
hang clothes and iron is a true luxury 
in a historic home anywhere!” The 
kids’ bathroom was also renovated 
from top to bottom.

Says Taylor, “Fear holds people back 
from making dynamic interior design 
decisions. It’s okay to mix modern with 
more traditional styles. Keep things in-
teresting by mixing it up!”

GET RHODY STYLE

Whether your home is large or 
small, old or new, find inspiration 
in these tips from Kelly Taylor.

TOOLS OF THE TRADE
Taylor lists the following as trusty 
places for getting the job done. Gen-
eral contractor: Site Specific, LLC, 
Providence; plumbing fixtures: Arden-
te Supply, Providence; and millwork: 
Jutras Woodworking, Greenville. 

SET A TONE
“Warm, monochromatic spaces are 
soothing but need not be boring. 
Texture and pattern play off one an-
other to create spaces that are inter-
esting and calm,” says Taylor.

CREATE DRAMA
“Contrast is dramatic,” begins Tay-
lor. “Pair dark and light components 
to create a classic look.”

BUY ART
Taylor says “A room without art is 
like a body without a soul. Head to 
Candita Clayton Gallery at Hope Ar-
tiste Village for incredible local art.”

Editor’s Note: Learn more about  
Kelly Taylor Interior Design at KTID.net
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